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Tuesday, February 8, 2011
BRADENTON COUNTRY CLUB
4646 Ninth Avenue West
Luncheon: $15.00 *

BLACK HISTORY MONTH

DR. BERNARD C. WATSON

Dr. Bernard C. Watson grew up in Gary, Indiana and along the way has added many

accolades to his name. He still returns to Philadelphia for meetings having to do

with the programs he developed in Philadelphia and Temple University.

In 2001, Dr. Watson was awarded the Philadelphia Award for being a citizen of the

region who has done the most to advance the best and largest interest of the com-
munity.

“So many elected officials, educators and executives were able to make a great im-

pact on Philadelphia in 2001 thanks to the mentoring, encouragement, and direction
they received over the years from him. He has been a tireless fighter of ignorance

and injustice, a determined advocate for educational excellence and an energetic

supporter of the arts. He is truly one of Philadelphia’s treasures.”
CEO William J. Marrazzo, Chair of the Philadelphia Award Trustees.

Dr. Watson has a lot to tell us of his life as an African American.

We hope to see you all at our next meeting.

 For a reservation call Phyllis Virzi (795-7608) at least one week before . If you do not
hear from your caller, please let Phyllis know.

LUNCHEONS; (Vegetable Wrap is the Vegetarian choice)
February Roast Breast of Turkey June Chicken Salad Croissant
March Chicken Crepes
April Harvest Chicken All meals come with salad, rolls, dessert
May 1924 Salad: Ham, Swiss, etc and beverage (coffee, tea, iced tea).



Upcoming Meetings, Speakers and Events

Monday, January 24, DEC Meeting, Lov-a-da-Coffee,
2127 Cortez Road W, 6 pm

Tuesday, January 25, “Iron Jawed An-
gels” Fund Raiser, $5.00, Lov-A-Da Coffee, 12 noon,

Tuesday, February 9, DWC Luncheon, Bradenton
Country Club, 11:30 am

Friday, February 25, Lawton Chiles Award Dinner,
Renaissance on Ninth, 6:00 pm (see enclosure)

Tuesday, March 8, DWC FASHION SHOW &
Luncheon, Bradenton Country Club, 11:30 am

Wednesday, April 6, Democratic Women Legislative
Day in Tallahassee (separate e-mail)

CLUB OFFICERS/LEADERS
Pat Benson, President 758-4610

pattybenson43@gmail.com

1st VP (Programs)

Judy Drake, 2nd VP (Membership) 753-2132
jpdtld@msn.com

Mary Bass, Recording Secretary 748-8536

marygbass@gmail.com

Shirley Snyder, Corresponding Secretary 798-9882
srs2918@yahoo.com

Jean Lewis, Treasurer 351-6568
JeanLewis55@verizon.net

Committees:

By-laws Sue Dickie, chair 761-4098
suzannedickie@tampabay.rr.com

Fund raising Pat Benson 758-4610
pattybenson43@gmail.com

Hospitality/Calling Phyllis Virzi 795-7608

Candidate Search Vicki Waters 753-9741
vwaters@earthlink.net

Evangeline Hall, Chaplain 746-5324

Parliamentarian

Judy Balevre, Directory Editor 727-8128
balevre2@verizon.net

Historian/DWC Scrapbook, Brenda & Stephanie Katz 778-2227
hbbrenda@tampabay.rr.com

VACANT, Publicity Chair

Jeanne Yeagle, Web Master

Newsletter Editors:
Myra Jones mjones672@tampabay.rr.com

Francine Slack fslack@tampabay.rr.com

February 2011 PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:
December 2010

Well, the DEC is up and running as of Dec. 1st and is
in need of anyone who can give an hour or two a week. Carol
Graves has taken on the responsibilities of the headquarters
and what a sweet person to have in charge. Sue Spitz and I
cleaned out records from1998 to the present. I just love
throwing things away! Richard O’Brien is coming on like gang-
busters and is constantly coming up with new ideas. I think
that after the Dream Act was put on hold, we may have a real
inroad with the Hispanic community.

The DEC fundraiser will be on February 25th at The
Renaissance on Ninth, the cost being $75 dollars per person.
We are hoping to get some big donors to help us. You will
have a choice of Prime Rib or Stuffed Salmon with Crab Meat.
Some of our own will be honored.

I have arranged the viewing of “Iron Jawed Angels” at
Lov-a-da Coffee on Cortez Road next to Cracker Barrel on
January 25th for lunch at 12:00 noon. The DWC will be charg-
ing each member $5.00 as a mini fundraiser. We would like
you to order a soup, salad, or sandwich from Lov-a-da Coffee
since they are not charging us for a rental.

Our Fashion Show will be our March meeting at Bra-
denton Country Club, and I do so need to have models and
people to do the Silent Auction. Please call me ASAP.

January, 2011
Richard O’Brien was on at our last meting. He is

so upbeat and energetic that it is hard to keep up with
him. He has so many activities going on that you would
tend to have a heart attack when entering headquarters.

I would like to thank Brenda for helping out with
the memorial service for Elsa. Since our last meeting, our
wonderful Parliamentarian, Esther Happich, passed away.
At this writing, I do not know what her daughter is plan-
ning, if anything. Please send cards to Esther’s address.
We will now need a new Parliamentarian.

Fay and I attended our quarterly state meeting.
Our next convention will be in Deerfield Beach the week-
end of September 15th-16th. Fay and I would so much
like to have a few members join us. Please start saving
for next September.

I would like to thank Meg Newcomer for the won-
derful job she has done these last two years as First Vice
President. The programs were very interesting and ap-
pealing to most of our members. I would also like to
thank Emma Lou for being our membership chair for the
last two years. Judy Drake has volunteered to take this
position. I know she will be a great asset to our club as
Meg and Emma Lou have been in the past.

Do any of the ladies have any ideas for future
speakers?

Fashion Show tickets will be available at our next
meeting. They are $25 apiece. Please bring a friend or
two to our Silent Auction and Fashion Show March 8th at
the Bradenton Country Club.

Pat Benson
pattybenson43@gmail.com
941-758-4610

Page 2



Page 3

YES!

February Highlights in US Women's History
Feb 1, 1978 - First postage stamp to honor a black woman,

Harriet Tubman, is issued in Washington, DC
Feb 4, 1987 - First National Women in Sports Day is cele-

brated by Presidential Proclamation
Feb. 12 1869 - the Utah Territory passes a law allowing

women to vote
Feb 15, 1921 - The Suffrage Monument, depicting Susan B.

Anthony, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, and Lucretia Mott, and
carved by Adelaide Johnson, is dedicated at the U.S. Capitol

Feb 15, 1953 - Tenley Albright is the first American woman to
win the World Figure Skating championship

Feb 17, 1870 - Esther Hobart Morris became the first Ameri-
can woman Justice of the Peace

Feb 24, 1912 - Henrietta Szold founds Hadassah, the largest
Jewish organization in American history, focusing on health
care and education in Israel and the US

Feb 24, 1967 - Jocelyn Bell Burnell makes the first discovery
of a pulsar, a rapidly rotating neutron star

Feb 25 1986 - Corazon Aquino sworn in as the first woman
President of the Philippines

Feb 27, 1922 - US Supreme Court upholds the 19th Amend-
ment to the Constitution which guarantees women the right
to vote

PUTTING YOUR GIFT CARDS TO WORK

Many of us have gift cards that we do not plan to
use. These cards can be redeemed for cash by the
DWC. Please look in your sock drawer, under the
couch, in old pocketbooks for gift cards you do not
want and send them to Shirley Snyder or bring them
to the next DWC luncheon meeting. You might also
get some from family and friends. The money col-
lected will go to meet our expenses for candidates
and the annual scholarship award.

The web connection is www.plasticjungle.com.

DON’T PIN THE TAIL ON THE DONKEY
by Myra Jones

The Arizona shootings have brought a barrage of chest beating and guilt. “We,” the pundits say, must
tone down “our” rhetoric. As always, the media try to create a false equivalency by saying that the fault lies with
both right and left. But it doesn’t. Democrats haven’t indulged in hate talk. We don’t listen to FOX NEWS, and
our elected representatives don’t instruct the voters to be “armed and dangerous” as Michelle Bachman did.
Can you imagine our President saying that, if we don’t like the results of an election. we can always resort to a
“Second Amendment” solution? Of course not. He is way more civilized than that. And so are we.

The Right Wing as usual in “playing the umpires” - yelling out “unfair” in hopes of making the media
afraid to put criticism where it belongs. It has worked in the past. So, while the rest of us are still consumed by
the tragedy, they get in first, like Sarah Palin’s whiny video, denying responsibility and making herself the star
victim.

A recent article by Sam Webb (http://www.peoplesworld.org/let-s-put-the-blame-where-it-belongs-right-
wing-extremism/) lays it out: the real cause of this tragedy is the Right Wing—not only the politicians like Mi-
chelle Bachman, Sarah Palin and Sharron Angle, who advocate violence, but the shock jocks who are their at-
tack dogs and the Right Wing Establishment that condones and even supports this shocking descent into sav-
agery. They are the cause and we shouldn’t let them try to share the blame with us. We aren’t guilty!

Somebody should point it out: they are following the Propaganda Manual compiled and perfected by
Joseph Goebbels, Hitler’s Propaganda Minister. Nazi strategy was to find disgruntled elements of society—
people perhaps with a real grievance. Then the Nazis fanned their hate and fear and provided a target—a
scapegoat. Their target, of course, was the Jews. The current targets are liberalism and anything Obama.

Other strategies in the Propaganda Manual: a big lie is as believable as a small one. Keep it simple,
keep repeating it, and eventually it will be accepted as truth. It doesn’t matter whether you lie or tell the truth—
statements only have to seem truthful.

You decide for yourself how closely the Right Wing is following the Nazi Playbook. But know that they
are not acting individually or at random. They are organized and coordinated.

And don’t let the Right Wing and the media pin the tail on the donkey—let’s make sure they put it where
it belongs—on the elephant!

*******************

We’ve reached 100
Pounds of food for
Our Daily Bread!
Let’s try for 200!
And please remember

baby supplies for Healthy Start.
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6200 Flotilla Dr, #282
Holmes Beach, FL 34217

CONTACT OUR ELECTED OFFICIALS:

President

Barack Obama (D) 202/456-1414 (switchboard)
www.whitehouse.gov 202/456-1111 (comments)

US Senators

Marco Rubio (R) 202-224-3041 813-977-6450 (Tampa)
http://rubio.senate.gov/contact_form.cfm

Bill Nelson (D) 202/224-5274 813/225-7040
billnelson.senate.gov

US Representatives

Kathy Castor (D-Distr. 11) 202/225-3376, 813/871-2817
castor.house.gov

Vern Buchanan (R-Distr. 13) 202/225-1564, 941/747-9081
buchanan.house.gov

Governor

Rick Scott (R) (850) 488-7146
http://www.flgov.com/contact-gov-scott/email-the-governor/

Our Florida Senators

Arthenia Joyner (D-Distr. 18) 850/487-5059,

813/233-4277 joyner.arthenia.web@flsenate.gov

Mike Bennett (R-Distr. 21) 850/487-5078, 727-6349

bennett.mike.web@flsenate.gov

Nancy Detert (R-Distr. 23) 850/487-5081, 941/480-3547

detert.nancy.web@flsenate.gov

Our Florida Representatives

Darryl Rouson (D-Distr. 55) 850/488-0925, 727/552-1370,

Manatee-708-8570 darryl.rouson@myfloridahouse.gov

Greg Steube (R-Distr. 67) 850-488-6341,

greg.steube@myfloridahouse.gov

Jim Boyd (R-Distr. 68) 850-488-7754, 941-708-4968

jim.boyd@myfloridahouse.gov

Ray Pilon (R-Distr.69) 850-488-7754, 941-955-8077

ray.pilon@myfloridahouse.gov

Member News:
We grieve the loss of ELSA LENTZ

and ESTHER HAPPICH. Both ladies were
strong supporters and inspirations.

Our DEC office manager, CAROL
GRAVES, is back home and recuperating.
Slow down, Carol, and get well!

EMMALOU KIRCHMEIER is feeling
better but cannot continue as Member-
ship VP. Thank you, Emmalou, and
thank you to JUDY DRAKE for jumping
in.

MEG NEWCOMER brought us first-
rate speakers and we hesitate to let her
retire. Thanks, Meg.

“The challen
ge now is to practi

ce

politics
as the art of making what ap-

pears to be impossibl
e, possib

le.”

Hilary Rodman Clinton


