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“Tuesday, April 12, 2011
“ BRADENTON COUNTRY CLUB
4646 Ninth Avenue West

” Luncheon: $15.00

SCHOLARSHIP PRESENTATION
PROGRAM

Manatee County Superintendent of Schools

TIM McGONEGAL
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Superm’renden‘r McGonegal will assist in award-
b mg the DWC Marge Kinnan scholarships and will
ﬁﬁr discuss education in our county.

“You are invited to fill out question forms which
*will be addressed in the question and answer
“ period.

Please call Phyllis Virzi (795-7608) at least one week in advance to reserve.
Lunch entrée choice is Harvest Chicken or Vegetable Wrap.
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PRESIDENT’'S MESSAGE: April, 2011

Upcoming Meetings, Speakers and Events

POSTPONED/To be rescheduled:
“Iron Jawed Angels” movie at Pat Benson's home, $5.00
donation (758-4610 for info)

President’ sMessage:

Tuesday & Wednesday, April 5 & 6, Democratic : | am happy to report that our Fashion Show did
Women's Legislative Day in Tallahassee (Call Pat for info, qute well due to our wonderful members who at-

758-4610) Reduced hotel costs. :tended and purchased items from the Silent Auc-
Tuesday, April 12, DWC Luncheon, Bradenton :tl on.
Country Club, 11:30 am :
Tuesday May 10, DWC Luncheon, Bradenton Coun- éThe total amount raised was $1,734 for scholar-
—_— : ships but we also had some money in reserve. If
: the board agrees, we will give one $1,000 and two
CHECK OUT THE DEC website: $500 00 scholarships. Again, | would like to thank

www.manateecountydemocrats.com for a variety of activi-
ties. Just a few examples: 3/26 Parrish Heritage Pa-
rade, 3/27 Beach to Bay Eco Day, Bradenton Beach, 3/27
Poll Telephone Training, Lakewood Ranch Cinema.

:my models and all my helpers. Youall did your
part to help make it a success.

:| would like to have areal committee next year so
: the burden is shared. Can anyone else think of a

CLUB OFFICERS/LEADERS good money maker for our club?

Pat Benson, President 758-4610
pattybenson43@gmail.com

| will be attending the DWC legidlativetripin Tal-
:|ahassee on April 5" and 6. Nancy O’ Toolewill
Judy Drake, 2nd VP (M"'mb"'r.sp“cjﬁl) o 2132 : be my roommate, but | would love to have others
Mary Bass, Recording Secr'e'rixr'y 74'8-8536 EJO| nus. Our busis gO| ngtoa much Cheaper hotel
about three and a half miles away from the Capi-
Shirley Snyder, Corresponding Secretary 798-9882 tOI The bus will Stay with us the whole time so we
srs2918@yahoo.com : do not need to worry about getting us to the Capi-

1st VP (Programs)

marygbass@gmail.com

T e vy :tol on time. Thiswill be afun trip. Games and fun
Committees: : on the bus have been organized by Collier County.
By-laws Sue Dickie, chair 761-4098 E
suzannedickie@tampabay.rr.com :1 would also like to thank al the DWC women for
Fund raising Pat Ben“:ﬂﬁybensom@gmﬁscj:\’lo : RUNNING the DEC headquarters. As | was driv-
Hospitality/Calling Phyllis Virzi 795-7608 é 'ng home one ni ght’ I JUSt thOUght about the hours
Candidate Search  Vicki Waters 753-9741 Ea“ of you have pUt in at 5910 Cortez Rd. Youare
vwaters@earthlink.net :a GREAT group of Gals. Thank you so much
Evangeline Hall, Chaplain 746-5324 Patty
VACANT, Parliamentarian
Judy Balevre, Directory Editor 727-8128
balevre2@verizon.net Etceterau
Historian/DWC Scrapbook, Brenda & Stephanie Katz ~ 778-2227 Owr donation numbers to- Owr Daily Bread
hbbrenda@tampabay.rr.com now total 130 pounds; according to-Brenda Katy.
VACANT, Publicity Chair Great! Let’s keep it up!
Jeanne Yeagle, Web Master Jeawv Lewis; owr Treasurer, reportythat be-
Newsletter Edifors: fore owr scholoawship disbursementy our DWC had ov
Myra Jones mjones672@tampabay.rr.com bodance of $5131.74. Itsav good/ stowt ovv our po-
Francine Slack  fslack@tampabay.rr.com litical war chest!
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CALLING ALL GOOD DEMOCRATS (the only kind)
by Myra Jones

As you know, the next elections are coming up, and there are a lot of elected officials that we want to send
home. So we have our work cut out for us. We don’t need to feel that we are watching a train wreck, but can’t do any-
thing about it. Let's get together and do something!

We can all write letters to the editor, expressing our values, or disagreeing with some of the conservative posi-
tions that we see every day. Because there has been some interest in letter writing, | have agreed to hold a workshop on
how to write a better letter to the editor. We don’'t want the Other Side to be better represented than we are, so we need
to send more letters to the newspaper.

Maybe you have wanted to write a letter but felt a bit unsure of the best way to go about it. Or maybe you have
had letters already printed, but want to hone your skills. This workshop won't insult your intelligence! | assume that you
are already literate and a competent writer. But it always helps to get a few tips on how to organize and express your
thoughts in the most effective way. Or if you feel that you already write pretty well and would like to help edit someone
else’s writing, we need you too! The aim of this workshop is to get a few people into the habit of regularly writing letters,
or who would write a letter on a particular topic if there is a need, or who could go to another volunteer for a little editing.
Ultimately we want people who could also communicate in others—speaking to groups or being interviewed on local ra-
dio or tv. But that’s down the road.

If you are interested in attending a workshop, let me know, either via phone, e-mail, or by filling out a form we
have constructed. The date and time of a workshop will depend upon how many people sign up for it and what their pref-
erences are, but | envision about 1 1/2 to 2 hours, sometime in April. Later, if there is interest, we will offer a second
workshop on how to present arguments. For more information, my e-mail is democratjones@gmail.com, you can phone
me at (941) 755-6091, or go to the address on the announcement below.

Remember what Harry Truman said?? Someone told him that he really gave the opposition Hell. He replied, “|
don’t give them Hell; | just tell the truth and they think it's Hell!” We can do that!

| hope to see many of you soon!

The Manatee County Democratic Party
Is Sponsoring Two Writers’ Workshops

Myra Jones, a frequently published “Letters-to-the-Editor” writer,
has agreed to share her success, knowledge, experience, and skill
in writing by conducting two extended Writers’ Workshops.

The two workshops assisting volunteers in sharpening their writing skills are:
How to write letters to the editor
How to hone a compelling argument

For those interested, please complete the online “Key to Better Writ-

ing Questionnaire at :

http:/www.manateecountydemocrats.com/writingquestionnaire.htmli
You will be contacted personally about time, place
and other pertinent information.

Your input is important in determining
dates, times, and venues.

If you had trouble with the link above go to www.manateecountydemocrats.com
scroll down on the right side under Upcoming Events until you see the link for the questionnaire.
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Democratic Women's Club of Manatee
DWCManatee.com

6200 Flotilla Dr, #282
Holmes Beach, FL 34217

Our ‘pathway * is straight to the ballot
box with no variables nor shadow of
turning. Wedemand suffrage for al the
citizens of the Republic. | would not talk
of Negroes or women, but of citizens.

Elizabeth Cady Stanton

CONTACT OUR ELECTED OFFICIALS:
President
Barack Obama (D) 202/456-1414 (switchboard)
www.whitehouse.gov 202/456 -1111 (comments)
US Senators
Marco Rubio (R) 202-224-3041 813/977-6450 (Tampa)
Bill Nelson (D) 202/224 -5274 813/225-7040
billnelson.senate.gov
US Representatives
Kathy Castor (D-Distr. 11) 202/225-3376, 813/871-2817
castor.house.gov
Vern Buchanan (R-Distr. 13) 202/225-1564, 941/747-9081
buchanan.house.gov
Governor
Rick Scott (R)  850/488 -7146
www.flgov.com/contact - gov-scott/email -the-governor/
Our Florida Senators
Arthenia Joyner (D-Distr. 18) 850/487-5059,
813/233-4277 joyner.arthenia.web@flsenate.gov
Mike Bennett (R-Distr. 21) 850/487-5078, 727- 6349
bennett.mike.web@flsenate.gov
Nancy Detert (R-Distr. 23) 850/487-5081, 941/480- 3547
detert.nancy.web@flsenate.gov
QOur Florida Representatives
Darryl Rouson (D-Distr. 55) 850/488-0925, 727/552 -1370,
Manatee-708-8570  darryl.rouson@myfloridahouse.gov
Greg Steube (R-Distr. 67) 850-488-6341,
Greg.steube@myflorida.gov
Jim Boyd (R-Distr. 68) 850-488-7754,
Jim.boyd@myflorida.gov
Ray Pilon (R-Distr.69) 850-488-7754, 941-955-8077
Ray.pilon@myflorida.gov

TAKE ACTION!

Y ou’ ve seen the reports, now it’stime for action. There are over 18 billsin

the Florida legislature that would be harmful to women’s choice if they
pass.

Call or email your FL Senator and FL Representative (contact info on the
left) and tell them that they need to vote against all bills that would limit

women'’s control overtheir own reproductive rights. (You might suggest that

they spend their time on creating jobs instead!)

And whileyou are at it, thank Sen. Mike Bennett for his vote in the Health

Regulation Committee against a proposed constitutional amendment ban-

ning abortion (SJR 1538/HJE 1179) and against a bill that proposes banning

abortion coverage in PRIVATE health care plans (SB 1414/HB97).

Other bills of concern—
e Choose Life License Plates (SB196 and HB501), giving control of

these funds to an anti-choice group without the previous rules on the

use of the funds

e 20-week Abortion Ban (SB 1948 and HB 321) which would not al-
low abortions after 5 months of pregnancy, afact which a doctor
would have to forced to certify on penalty of prosecution

e Fetal Homicide Bill (SB 1094), elevating the legal status of afetusto

that of an adult in avehicular homicide case

e “Infants Born Alive” Act (HB 747 and SB 1760), providing the same

rightsto afetus as to a born infant

e Abortion Ban (HB 415), which would outright ban abortion in Flor-

ida
e Mandatory Ultrasound Bill (HB 1127 and SB 1744), requiring a

woman to have and pay for an ultrasound before an abortion, even if

thereis no medical reason for the procedure.
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4 Welcome to-new DWC member MICHELLE GARDEN,
4 owner of Private Pay Nursing Sexvices Inc. Glads
4 to-have yow with us:

* George Bensorw has beew i and cut of hospital.

i Our best wishes to-George and Patty.

W DWC friend Susan Reidsemar is creating o blog
% designed for DEMOCIATS and would love to-re-

¢ ceive photos of yowr felines at sreidsema@aol.com
Yo
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